
L O W E R  G R A N D  R I V E R  W A T E R  T R A I L  

A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  I M P R O V E M E N T  

P L A N  F O R  O T T A W A  C O U N T Y

W E S T  M I C H I G A N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A C T I O N  C O U N C I L



G R A N D  R I V E R  H E R I T A G E  W A T E R  T R A I L

• Length of Grand River in Ottawa County

• 18 access points; 3 ADA launches

• Printable maps for 6 reaches

• Maps highlight route features



R E S E A R C H  &  D A T A  C O L L E C T I O N

• Research

• Public Meetings

• Survey

• Experienced the Water Trail





L A U N C H  S I T E S

• Ownership

• Ottawa County (8)

• Kent County (1)

• Local Municipalities (7)

• Distance between sites

• Average: 2.5 miles

• 10 sites: 2 miles or less

• 4 sites: 3-4 miles

• 2 sites: 5 miles or more



P R E S E N C E  &  P A D D L E R - R E A D Y  T O U R I S M



F L O R A  &  F A U N A



1 2  M U N I C I P A L I T I E S

• Land Use Planning

• Critical/High Risk Erosion Ordinances

• Low Impact Development

• Open Space/View Protection

• Future Public Access

• Parks and Recreation Master Plan

• Launch Site Design Considerations



K E Y  P L A N N I N G  &  O R D I N A N C E  P R O V I S I O N S



P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S



S U R V E Y : T O  A S S E S S  T H E  N E E D S  O F  

P A D D L E R S

• Quiet Water Symposium

• Ottawa County Grand River 
Cleanup

• Website

TOTAL RESPONSES: 73

78%

16%

4% 2%

Types of Paddlers

Kayaker Canoer Stand-up paddler Inner Tuber Kayak, Canoe, stand-up



S A F E T Y  

C O N C E R N S

• Lack of knowledge

• River rules/etiquette

• Trail conditions/hazards

• Lack of responder access or 

resources

• Lack of trail markings and 

wayfinding

• Smart 911

• Costs



S A M P L E  B U D G E T  F O R  A  T R A I N E D  A N D  

E Q U I P P E D  R E S C U E  T E A M



M A R K E T I N G  B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

• Marketing Saturation

• Branding

• Assets and Areas of Interest

• Signage

• Partnerships

• Community Involvement and 
Engagement



R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S



• Improved facilities

• Boat storage/security

• Camping facilities

• Transportation options

• More food/eateries options

• Include water trails planning and 
development in master planning, parks 
and recreation planning, ordinance 
updates

• Improved signage

• Visible from waterway

• Mile markers/wayfinding

• More information



• Safety

• Communicate with 1st responders with water trail 

updates/conditions

• Update trail markings and mapping information

• Develop safety protocols with 1st responders

• Additional funding for additional services needed

• Provide experience and skill-level information

• Website Improvements

• More information

• More accessibility

• More interactive

• Create waterproof guide book



• Community Education

• Water quality issues and stormwater runoff

• Water trail information

• Water safety and river etiquette

• Property rights

• Establish a water trail coordinator

• Branding and messaging

• Water trails are the best way to explore 
Michigan’s natural beauty

• A water trail is just that – made up of 1 or 
more waterways

• Grand River Water Trail goes to Lake 
Michigan

• Water trails are for everyone



• Develop and maintain partnerships



P R O J E C T  P A R T N E R S

P R O J E C T  S U P P O R T



C O M M E N T S  D U E  O N  D R A F T  R E P O R T  

S E P T E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 1 6

W M E A C . O R G / W A T E R / W E S T - M I C H I G A N - W A T E R - T R A I L




